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whom I had never heard of, that, they both 
alur’d me, were the ableit Statefmen in the 
Nation: And of fome Loxzduzers, whom they 
extoll’d to the Skies for their Wit, and who, I 
knew, paffed in Town for filly Fellows. It be= 
ing now Midnight, and my Friend perceiving by 
his Almanack that the Moon was up, he called 
for his Horfes, and took a fudden Refolution to 
go to his Houfe, which was at three Miles di- 
tance from the Town, after having bethought 
himfelf that he never flept well out of his own 
Bed. He fhook me very heartily by the Hand at 
parting, and difcover’d a great Air of Satisfa- 
ton in his Looks, that he had met with an 
Opportunity of fhewing his Parts, and left me 
amuch wifer Man than he found me. 
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Iilis ira modum fupra eft, et fepe venenum 


Morfibus tn{pirant. Virg. 


1X the Wars of Exzrope which were waged 
among our Forefathers, it was ufual for the 
Enemy, when there was a King in the Field, 
to demand by a Trumpet in what Part of the 
Camp he refided, that they might avoid firing 
Upon the Royal Pavillion. Our Party-Contefts 
in Exgland were hertofore managed with the 
fame kind of Decency and Good-Breeding. The 
erfon of the Prince was always looked upon 
as Sacred ; and whatever fevere Ufage his 
Friends or Minifters met with, none prefumed 
tO dire their Hoftilities at thetr Soveraign. 
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‘The Enemies of our prefent Settlement are o; 
fuch a coarfe kind of Make, and fo equally void 
ot Loyalty and Good Manners, that they are 
grown Scurrilous upon the Royal Family, and 
treat the moft exalted Charaéters with the moft 
opprobrious Language. 

This Petulance in Converfation is particular- 
ly obferved to prevail among fome of that Sex 
where it appears the moft unbecoming and the 
moft unnatural. Many of thefe act with the 
greater Licentioufnefs, becaufe they know they 
ean act with the greater Impunity. This Con- 
fideration, indeed, engages the moft generous 
and well-bred even of our She Malecontents, 
to make no ill Ufe of the Indulgence of ovr 


Law-givers; and to difcover in their Debates , 


at leaft the Delicacy of the Woman, if not the 
Duty of the Subje&. But it is generally remark - 
ed, that every one of them who is a Shrew in 
domettick Lite, is now become a Scold in Po- 
Jiticks. And as for thofe of the Party, who 
are of a fuperior Rank and unblemifhed Virtue, 
it mult be a melancholy Reflexion for them to 
confider that all the Common Women of the 
Town are of their Side; tor which Reafon they 
oughtto preferve a more than ordinary Modelty 
in their Satyrical Excurfions, that their Chara- 
clers may not be liable to Sufpicion. 

If there is not fome Method found out foral- 
laying thefe Heats and Animofities among the 
Fair Sex, one does not know to what Outrages 
they mayproceed. I remember a Heroein Scar- 
ron, who finding himfelf oppofed by a mix 
Multitude of both Sexes with a preat deal of 
virulent Language, after having brought them 
toa Submiffion, gave Order (to keep them from 
doing farther Mi{chief) that the Men fhould be 
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The FREE-HOLDER. 129 
difarmed of their Clubs, and that the Women 
fhould have their Nails pared. We are not yet 
reduced to the Neceffity of applying fuch vio- 
lent Remedies; but as we daily receive Accounts 
of Ladies batteling it on both Sides, and that 
thofe who appear againft the Conftitution make 
War upon their Antagonifts by many unfair 
Practices and unwarrantable Methods, I think 
it is very convenient there fhould be a Cartel 
fettled between them. If they have not yet a- 
greed upon any thing of this Nature among them- 
felves, | would propofe to them the following 
Plan, in which I have sketched out feveral Rules 
fuited to the politeft Sex in one of the moft ci- 
vilized Nations. 


HAT in every Political Rencounter be- 

tween Woman and Woman, no Weapon 
fhall be made ufe of but the Tongue. 
That in the: Courfe of the Engagement, if 
ether of the Combatants, finding herfelf hard 
pre(t by her Adverfary, fhall proceed to perfo- 
hal Reflexions or Difcovery of Secrets, they 
fhall be parted by the Standers by. 

That when both Sides are drawn up in afull 
Affembly, it fhall not be lawful for above Five 
or them to talk at the fame Time. 

That if any fhall detra@t from a Lady’s Cha- 
tacter, (unlefs fhe be abfent) the faid Detraa- 
re(shhall be forthwith ordered to the loweft place 
of the Room. 

That none prefumeto fpeak difrefpectfully of 
His Majefty, or any of the Royal Family, on 
Pain of three Hours Silence. 


That none be permitted to talk fpightfully of. 


the Court, unlefs they can prodyce Vouchers 
thag they have been there. 
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That the making ufe of News which goes 
about in Whifper, unlefs the Author be produ. 
ced, or the Fact well attefted, fhall be deemed 
Fighting with white Powder, and contrary to 
the Laws of War. 

That any one who produces Libcls or Lam. 
poons, fhall be regarded in the fame manner as 
one who fhoots with poifoned Bullets. 

That when a Lady is throughly convinced of 
the Falfhood of any Story fhe has related, the 
fhall give her Parole not to tell it for a certain 
Truth that Winter. 

That when any. Matter of Doubt arifes, which 
cannot otherwife be decided, Appeal fhallbe 
made to a Toa?, if there be any fuch in the 
Company. 

That no Coquette, notwithftanding fhe can 
do it with a good Air, fhall be allowed to Sigh 
for the Danger of the Church, or to fhiver at 
the Apprehenfions of Fanaticifm. 

That when a Woman hastalked an Hour and 
a half, it fhall be lawful to call her down to 
Order. : 

As this Civil Difcord among the Sifterhooa 
of Great Britain is likely to engage them 1 a 
long and lingring War, confifting altogether oi 
Drawn Battels, itis the more neceflary that there 
fhould bea Cartel fettled amongthem.. Befides, 
as our Englifb Ladies are at prefent the greatett 
Statefwomen in Exzrope, they will be in danger 
of making themfelves the moft unamiable Part 
of their Sex, if they continue to give a Loofe 
to intemperate Language, and to a low kind ot 
Ribaldry, whichis not ufed among the Women 
of Fafhion in any other Countrey. 

Difcretion and good Nature have been always 
looked upon as the diftinguifhing Ornaments ot 

Female 
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